Sinning is not accidental; it is a law. If a person kills another person,
this is sin. But if he kills every day, this is the law ofkilling. Ifa man
loses his temper daily, his bad temper has become a law to him. It is
not by chance that people sin, nor do t hey sin only once. People sin
countless times throughout their lives. The liars in the world keep
on lying; the unclean keep on be ing unclean; the adulterers ke ep on
committing a dultery; the stealers keep on stealing; the ill-tempered
keep on losing their temper. It is a law within men which cannot be
conquered.

It is a great discovery when the Lord has mercy on you and opens
your eyes to see that sin is, indeed, a law. If you see this, victory is
not far away. Should you consider sin merely a matter of conduct,
you will no doubt try to pray more and to resist more in order to
overcome the next time. But it is futile. As the power of sin is strong
and constant, so our strength is weak and untrustworthy. As the
power of sin is always triumphant, so our power is always yielding.
Sin's power is victorious and our power is defeated. The victory of
sin is a law, even as our defeat is a law. When I would do good, evil
is present. Paul s ays he has found this to be a law, an unconquerable
law.

I do hope that you will be clear on the nature of sin. If you see this
law, you will be delivered from many hardships and sorrows. If you
are willing to accept God's Word, you will know that sin is a law and
that you cannot overcome it with your will. Then you will be able to
see the real way to victory. It is a great blessing to find this law. It
may take many defeats, possibly hundreds or thousands of defeats,
to discover for yourself this law of defeat. You have to be so utterly
defeated that one day you realize you can never overcome sin by
your will. Sooner or later, sin will rise up and declare that it is a law,
so what can you do? Let me tell you, all who trust in their own
willpower will have to acknowledge that they can do nothing about
it. Since sin is a law, what can you do? You cannot resist it; the
power of your will can never overcome the power ofa law.

THE WAY OF VICTORY

We know man is not delivered by exercising his will. When he is
using his willpower, he is unable to trust God's way of deliverance.
He has to wait for the day when he submits himself to God and
ﬁesses that he is utterly undone. Then he will pray, “Lord, I am




not going to try again.” Whenever one has no way but still thinks of
finding a way, he will draw upon his will to help. It is only when he
acknowledges he has no way and is not going to find a way that he
forsakes calling upon hi s will for help. Then he will begin to see
how to getreal deliverance. Then he will read Romans 8.

Brothers and sisters, do not despise Romans 7. M any believers are
unable to get out of that chapter. Romans 7 captures more
Christians than any other passage in the Bible. Many Christians
keep their address in Romans 7. T hat is where they may be found,
for they dwell there. It is useless to preach Romans 8 alone. The
question is not whether you know the teaching of Romans 8, but
whether you have come out of Romans 7. Many preach on Romans
8 but are still buried in Romans 7. They are yet trying to deal with
the law by the power of their will. They are still being defeated.
Because they fail to see that sin is a law and that the will cannot
overcome the law, they are imprisoned in Romans 7 and cannot
enter Romans 8.

New believers should accept what the Word of God says. If you
have to wait to find out for yourself, you may have to commit many
sins. Even after sinning repeatedly, your eyes still may not be
opened. You will have to come to the point where you see that all
your battles are futile. Paul said in Romans 7 t hat it is useless to
battle, for who can overcome a law? Thus, at the start of Romans 8
he says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made
me free from the law of sin and of death” (vv. I-2). You have seen
that sin is a law. You have also seen that it is not possible for man's
will to overcome that law. Where, then, is the way of victory, the
way of deliverance?

The way of victory is here: “There is therefore now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.” The word
“condemnation” in the original Greek has two different usages, one
legal and the other civil. If the word is used legally, it means
“condemnation” as found in the English translation. But in its civil
us age, the word means “disabling” or “handicap.”
According to the context of this passage of Scripture, probably the
civilusage is clearer.

We are no longer disabled. Why? Because the Lord Jesus Christ has




given us deliverance. It is something the Lord has done. But how
does He do it? It is very simple, for it is explained by the second
verse: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me
free from the law of sin and of death.” This is the way of victory.
Canyou alter Romans 8:2 and read it this way: “The Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus made me free from sin and death”? 1 suppose ten
Christians out of ten would read the verse this way. But what does it
say? It says that “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me
free from the law of sin and of death.” Many have seen only the
Spirit of life setting them free from sin and death, but have failed to
see thatitis the law of the Spirit of life which sets them free from the
law of sin and of death.

To learn the lesson that sin and death is a law may take years. But
even as it may take a great deal of time and resolution and failure to
realize that sin is a law, so it may take years for many believers to
discover that the Spirit of life is also a law. Sin has followed us for
years and we have had a close association with it; yet we still do not
know that it is a law. Likewise, we may have believed in the Lord
for many, many years and have known the Holy Spirit in our lives,
yetnot known Him as a law.

It is a day of great discovery when our eyes are opened by the Lord
to see that sin is a law. It is a day of even greater discovery when we
are given the revelation that the Holy Spirit is also a law. Only a law
can overcome another law. The will cannot overcome the law, but a
higher law can overcome a lower law. We can never overcome the
law of'sin by our human will, but the law of the Spirit of life can set
us free from the law of sin and of death.

We know that earth's gravity is a law which holds us. We know too
that there is a thing called density. If the density of a thing is
exceedingly low, such as in the case of hydrogen, then earth's
gravitational force cannot hold it down. By pumping hydrogen into
a balloon, we can make the balloon rise. The law of earth's
gravitational force is a fixed law, but it only operates within a
certain range or de gree of density. If the density is too low, the law
of gravity does not apply. Then another law takes over, even the law
of buoyancy, which sends things upward. This upward surge needs
no hand to push, no fan to stir. You just let go, and up it ascends.
This law overcomes the other law. It is equally effortless. In a




similar manner, the law of the Holy Spirit overcomes the law of sin.

Let us say it another way. To see sin as a law is a big thing, for it
makes you decide against battling sin with your willpower.
Likewise, seeing the law of the Holy Spirit in your life is another
big crisis. Many seem to understand how the Spirit of life gives
them life, but have yet to learn that the Holy Spirit in them, that is,
the life which God has given them through Jesus Christ, is also a
law. If you let this law operate, it will naturally deliver you from the
law of sin and of death. When this law delivers you from the other
law, it does not require an ounce of your strength. You need not
make one resolution, spend any time, nor even lay hold of the Holy
Spirit.

May I ask, does anybody need to hold onto the earth's gravitational
force? Does someone need to pray that this force will quickly pull
things down? No, there is no need to pray, for the earth most
spontaneously attracts things downward. It is a law. All one needs
to do is to remove his ha nd, t o not purpos ely hol d ont o t hings.
When the will i s not w orking, t hen t he | aw i s manifested. When
the will is not interfering, the law operates. In a similar way, the
Spirit of the Lord in us does not need our help. If you are afraid that
the Spirit of the Lord in you may not be responsible and so you rush
to help when temptation comes, it shows that you have not seen that
the Spirit of the Lord in you is a law.

May new believers see that the Holy Spirit in them is a spontaneous
law. If anyone is to be delivered from sin, he has to come to that
deliverance naturally. Should he try to get deliverance by
exercising his willpower, he will again be defeated. But now those
who are in Christ Jesus are no longer handicapped, for the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made them free from the law of
sin and of death. It is all so simple and so natural. We have been
given another law which naturally delivers us from the law of sin
and of death.

Someone may ask how this comes about. I do not know, but have
you not had some such experience? For example: someone comes
to you; he scolds you, quarrels with you, and even beats you. He is
utterly unreasonable in all that he does. You should be very angry
with him, but somehow you let everything go without knowing
why. Afterward you begin to wonder why it was that when you




were scolded you forgot to get angry. After that person did so much,
you ought to have lost your temper. [f you keep on r emembering all
that he did to you, you will no doubt be very angry. Yet, to your own
amazement, you just unconsciously let everything pass. Let me tell
you, victories are all won unawares.

Why is it that you overcome without being conscious of it? It is
because a law is working. If it were a matter of your will, you would
have to think and hold on. But what the Lord does is to give the
victory without your a wareness. Such victories are real victories. If
you have experienced this even once, then you will understand the
revelation that the indwelling Holy Spirit is able to keep you from
sin. He is able to make you victorious without the help of your
resolves. You do not need to make resolutions, for the law in you
will deliver you from sin. If you really see before God that since
you are in Christ Jesus, the law of the Spirit of life is also in you,
then you will find that the Lord puts His Spirit in you in order to
carry you through to victory quite naturally. You do not need to will
orto grasp; you will just surprisingly be brought into victory.

To overcome sin does not require an ounce of strength, for it is the
work of the law. There is one law which makes me sin without my
effort, and there is another law which sets me free from sin—also
without my labor. Only that which requires no exertion is true
victory. I have nothing to do. Let me tell you, we now have nothing
to do but to raise our heads and tell the Lord, “Nothing of me.”
What happened before was due to law; what is now happening is
also due to law. The former law did a thorough work, for it made me
sin continuously; this new law does an even better work be cause I
am no longer handicapped by sin. The law of the Spirit of life
has manifested itself; it is far superior to the law of sin and death.

Ifnew believers can be brought to see this from the first day of their
Christian life, they will then walk the road of deliverance. The
Bible never uses the term “overcome sin”; it only uses the phrase
“made free” or “delivered from sin.” It is said here in Romans, “For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the
law of sin and of death.” The law of the Spirit of life has pulled me
out of the realm of the law of sin and death. The law of sin and death
is still present, but I am no longer there for it to work upon. The
earth's gravitational force is present, but if things have been




removed to heaven, there is no object for it to act upon.

The law of the Spirit of life is in Christ Jesus and I am also now in
Christ Jesus; therefore by this law I am made free from the law of
sin and of death. “There is therefore now no “disabling” to them
that are in Christ Jesus.” The man in Romans 7 is labeled,
“disabled.” But this disabled person who is so weak and always sins
is now, Paul says, no more disabled in Christ Jesus. How? By the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus which has set him free from
the law of sin and of death. Therefore, there is no more disabling.
Do you see now how this problem of deliverance is completely
solved?

THE WAY OF DELIVERANCE AND
FREEDOM

The earlier a new believer knows the way of deliverance, the better
it is for him. There is no need for a d elay of several years before he
can know deliverance and freedom. Within a few months he can
have many experiences of learning. It is not necessary for him to
suffer many wounds before learning. It is possible for a Christian
not to be defeated. So, when you are faced with a difficulty, do not
strive, using your willpower. If you are defeated, do not turn back.
Learn the way of deliverance step by step. The first step is to see
that sin is a law to you; the second, to see that the will cannot
overcome the law; and the third, to see that there is another law
which does overcome the law of sin. Upon experiencing these three
steps, the problem is wholly solved.

May all Christians be able to sing the victory song of praise. How
many miles are walked unnecessarily; how many tears are shed
because of defeat. If believers see this way of deliverance and
freedom from the beginning of their Christian lives, they will be
saved many sorrows and tears. What is the way of deliverance? It is
that the law of the Spirit of life has set me free. It is a law, perfect
and powerful. That law is able to deliver me to the end. It does not
require my help. As the law of sin in the world causes everybody to
sin, so now the law of the Spirit of life in us naturally leads us into
complete victory over sin. It naturally makes us holy, full of life,
and full of its power.

You have already received life. Never think that the Holy Spirit




sometimes manifests life and sometimes not. If this is your case,
you do not know the Holy Spirit as a law. Since He is a law, He is
always the same. He is the same wherever, whatever, and whenever
it may be. He is the same, not because you make Him so, but
because He is so. Do you believe He is a law? I have no way to
persuade you to believe. If you have not seen this, you will not
believe what we have said. May God open your eyes that you may
see this. We have in us not only the Holy Spirit, not only life, but
also alaw. Thus we shall be delivered.

Having seen this law, our problem is resolved. It is not enough to
see the indwelling Holy Spirit; we must see Him as a law in. Then
we shall begin to praise. Hereafter, we shall live transcendent life.
How wonderful it is.
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